The use of uniforms in commercials

You want to use a uniform in a commercial. Do you need anyone’s permission and , if so, whose?

The uniforms which you might wish to feature include; Police, Fire Brigade, Nurses, Armed Forces and Traffic Wardens.

The British Advertising Clearance Centre ( the BACC ) do not have regulations restricting the use of uniforms in commercials. The exception to that is that they will not allow a commercial to reflect adversely on the service being portrayed. If you think that there is any danger that your commercial may do that you should seek the BACC’s advice in advance of production.

Are any permissions needed from the services to which the uniform relates?

Police

The Police do not seek to prevent a person wearing a Police uniform for the purpose of appearing in a television commercial. The offence under the Police Act of impersonating a Police Officer will not apply to someone wearing the uniform for this purpose.

Fire Brigade

The Fire Brigade do not seek to prevent a person wearing a Fireman’s uniform for the purpose of appearing in a commercial. However, the London Fire Brigade claim to have copyright of their badge and therefore consider that they should be asked for permission to use it. Other Fire Brigades may take a similar view but bear in mind:

1. Their legal claim to Copyright might be difficult to establish. However, the safest course is to assume that they have Copyright ( in the badge ).

2. They have indicated that in most instances they would give permission if asked.

3. For most purposes in commercials, a Fireman’s uniform with no badge or a fictional badge would be suitable and could be used without any permission being sought.

Nurses 

The Department of Health has no policy on the use of Nurses uniforms. Again, it would be safer to use a uniform that cannot be identified as the uniform of any particular hospital, just in case the hospital itself objected.

As with the Fire Brigade, an objection of the hospital to the use of the uniform would not prevent it being broadcast. However, it could lead to the client deciding not to air it and in consequence, their being unhappy with the agency, who are likely to, in turn, be unhappy with the production company. As the possibility of an objection can be eliminated by the use of a uniform that cannot be identified with any particular hospital, that is the best course.

Traffic Wardens

Westminster Council have no objections to the use of their Traffic Warden uniform in any commercial. As with the other services as referred to above, the safest course is to use the uniform that cannot be identified as that of any particular authority.

The Armed Forces

The Armed Forces do not have a policy. They have said that they would not approve the wearing of military uniform if it would appear that they were endorsing a service or product. That does not mean that they could prevent the commercial being broadcast or that they are entitled to be asked whether a uniform can be used. However, if as a matter of prudence you wish to check with them whether the relevant services has any objection to the uniform being used in a commercial you plan to make, then you should seek the advice of the following;

Director of Corporate Communications ( Navy )

Room 1/74

Metropole Building

Northumberland Avenue

London

WC2N 5BP

Tel: 020 7218 7903

Director of Corporate Communications ( Army )

Senior Information Officer

Room 1/59

Metropole Building

Northumberland Avenue

London

WC2N 5BP

Tel: 020 7218 3815

Director of Corporate Communications ( RAF )

Room 1/01

Metropole Building

Northumberland Avenue

London

WC2N 5BP

Tel: 020 7218 7905

